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Robert Dahl, the founder and important representative of the theory of 
pluralist democracy, establishes a systematic theory of polyarchy. This thesis 
focuses on Dahl’s political equality thoughts of former and later democratic 
theories and the reason for the transformation of political equality thoughts, so 
as to make a macro and systematic analysis of Dahl’s political equality 
thoughts. 
The focus on political equality is penetrating Dahl’s former democratic 
theory. In Dahl’s opinion, Madison’s democratic theory bases its theoretical 
assumptions on natural rights, and regards political equality as intrinsic 
prescript of natural rights. Populist democratic theory directly regards political 
equality and the sovereignty of the people as the maximizing object. As for 
Dahl’s pluralist democratic theory, he builds his democratic theory by the 
methods of the combination of maximizing object approach and empirical study 
approach, and he regards political equality as the maximizing object. He 
develops quantitative standards, in order to measure political equality and 
democracy. 
In Dahl’s former democratic theory, he pays more attention to political 
equality. Started from human emotions, he demonstrates that political equality 
is a reasonable and achievable goal, and political equality and democracy are 
inseparable, political equality is the intrinsic value and logic basis, and only in 
democratic regime can we realize political equality. 
In the end, this thesis does further study on Dahl’s political equality. 
Obviously, there is a big transformation from the former to later political 
equality thoughts of Dahl, and this transformation is based on profound change 
of realistic and theoretical background, especially the change of methodology 














minority Rule”, which reflects the thoughts of elitism democracy to some extent, 
it seems that this concept contradicts his later thoughts of political equality. But, 
after deeper analyzing and speculating, we find that this two concepts are 
intrinsic united essentially. 
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